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less efficient than m some other Provinces This is a matter which is engaging the earnest attention of Government, of the educational authorities, and of the best leaders of thought among the people themselves, and its importance cannot be overrated. It is not necessary, however, to dwell on it here. What is to be pointed out heie is, that, even in Bengal where education is comparatively widespread, it is only a very small proportion of the people that can be regarded as educated.
Statistics are not all important and do not always convey an accurate impression , but a few figuies on this point may tend to conect an erroneous impression. When we hear of the educated classes as being animated with such and such a feeling, or as desiring such and such a measure, those who think of the matter in the light of conditions prevailing in this country are very apt to believe that practically the whole population of India share this feeling 01 demand this measure. This is very far from being the case. The census figures of 1901 for the most advanced division of Bengal show as " literate " a total in the Presidency Division of 15 64 per cent of males, and
I 52 of females, or 8 9 of both classes, while for the Bardwan Division the percentages are 18 82, -82 and 9 8 respectively. For the whole of Bengal the percentages of "literates" are
II 06 for males, 57 for females, and 5*77 for both classes    Let it be borne in mind  that to be  included under  the term " literate " in the census figuies requires no more than to be able to read and write.   The term includes any one who is able to sign his name in any particular language.   Education is not very widespread, when under this definition the highest proportion of " literate " males in any District is 20 per cent
The last Quinquennial Report on education in Bengal throws further light on these figures. It shows that the percentage of school-going children among those of a school-going age is somewhat higher than the peicentage of " literates " among the whole population. This is partly due to the steady though slow progress of education, but also to the fact that some who have acquired in early youth a small amount of education